
Our  
Curriculum  



Rationale & Intent 

At Newton Hill Community School we believe that the ability to read is fundamental to pupils’ development 
as independent learners, during their time at school and beyond. Reading is central to our ability to under-
stand, interpret and communicate with each other and the world around us.  

Success in reading has a direct effect on progress in all areas of the curriculum; therefore reading is given a 
high priority at Newton Hill Community School, enabling the children to become enthusiastic, independent 
and reflective readers across a wide range and types of literature, including different text types and genres.  

Reading is a complex skill with many components. Successful approaches to the teaching of reading should 
encourage children to use a variety of strategies in their pursuit of meaning. It is important to lay firm foun-
dations in this crucial area of the curriculum and establish a consistent whole school approach to the teach-
ing of reading.  

Our aims for all children at Newton Hill Community School are for them to:  

• Become fluent, confident and expressive readers  

• Read with enjoyment across a range of genres  

• Read for pleasure as well as for information  

• Read and respond to a wide range of different types of literature  

• Understand the layout and how to use different genres and text types  

• Understand and apply their knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns and use this to decode words with 
accuracy  

• Build their bank of sight words to enable fluent reading  

• Have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a rich and varied vocabulary.  

• Understand and respond to literature drawn from a range of cultures and literacy heritage.  

 



Progression Overview 

Foundation Stage: 

In Nursery, children begin their reading journey by developing their vocabulary through purposeful role-play opportunities, 
child-led discussions, planned talk and oral sentence building. Alongside this, there is a huge emphasis on building a love of 
reading through engaging core texts and creatively enhanced reading areas. From this, adults will start to teach the differenti-
ation between a variety of sounds, leading into the sounds of letters through the systematic scheme. 

  

In Reception reading lessons are primarily focused on embedding knowledge and understanding of phonics, blending sounds 
together to create words and begin to comprehend the sentences they have read have meaning. The same is book is used to 
over 3 sessions to build fluency and understanding of the book. The first session introduces the book and has a focus on decod-
ing. The 2nd session is on prosody enabling the children to focus on intonation and phrasing as well as fluency.  The 3rd ses-
sion concentrates on the comprehension of the text. Guided reading sessions are grouped based on ability and are usually with 
a small group of children between 4 and 6 children. From the beginning children are engaged and become avid readers who 
flourish at a pace that suits them. Children are given ample opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge through independent 
play in the enhanced provision which matches the core text, bringing book to life. This immersion in a book rich learning envi-
ronment ensures children make links in their learning. 

 

Key Stage 1: 

In this key stage reading lessons primarily focus on improving reading confidence with children having greater fluency and 
phrasing. The children use a range of strategies to decode unfamiliar words and do this independently when reading. New vo-
cabulary is explored and discussed at every opportunity. Comprehension tasks are based on the banded books they are read-
ing in Year 1. GR sessions are grouped based on ability and are usually in groups of between 6 and 8 children. GR lesson are 
every day. In Year 2 most children (depending on ability) will read short texts or books that focus on the range of question 
types. Some whole class lessons are taught to most of the children by the summer term. The essential elements are taught as 
the key skills for reading and are the primary learning objective for the GR lesson. In both Year 1 and 2 the Children have ac-
cess to a range of books in the classroom that support their interests and broadens their exposure to a variety of attractive 
texts.  



Progression Overview 

In Lower Key Stage 2:  

In lower key stage 2 lessons begin to focus on whole class teaching. A book is the primary focus for most of the class this is 
used for enjoyment whilst still giving children exposure to a wide range of question types and vocabulary. Some short texts 
can be used to provide extra breadth or challenge. New vocabulary is explored and discussed at every opportunity. The essen-
tial elements are taught as the key skills for reading and are the primary learning objective for the GR lesson. Lessons explicitly 
teach and model the essential elements and the different question types. Books, short stories and poetry are read with and to 
the children for enjoyment and exposure to as much language as possible. 

 

In Upper Key Stage 2: 

In upper key stage 2 lessons are a whole class focus (some small group support maybe needed for specific groups of children). 
A range of texts (of varying length) are used and explored with a focus on techniques for answering the range of question 
types. Children will be encouraged to read at greater speed and use scanning and skimming techniques to better effect. New vo-
cabulary is explored and discussed at every opportunity. Children are encouraged to be more independent in their own reading, 
writing in their own reading records with occasional parent involvement. Reading records are closely monitored by the teachers 
and teaching assistants to support the move to independence. The UKS2 building has colour banded books of a definite reading 
age with age-appropriate themes and interest levels for children’s regular reading. At times, Year 5 may use a class novel to 
provide enjoyment and breadth whilst still providing children with challenge and exposure to vocabulary and the different 
question types. In Year 6, children hone and refine their skills, using all the knowledge acquired during their time in school. 
They continue to develop their vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation and summarising skills to read and understand 
longer and complex texts, understanding technical and more obscure vocabulary. Children are still read to regularly and are 
actively encouraged to read a range of texts independently, taking more responsibility for their own reading.  



Nursery Journey 

   

   

Cycle  

A 

Cycle  

B 

Summer: 

Let’s Grow 

 

Spring: 

It’s a bear…! 

 

Autumn: 

It’s Good To Be 
Me! 

Autumn: 

Fantastic Families 

 

Spring: 

Amazing Animals 

 

Summer: 

Who lives in a 
house like this? 

 



Reception Journey 

   

   

Reception Journey 

Cycle  

A 

Cycle  

B 

Summer: 

Nature  

detectives 

Spring: 

Ticket to ride 

Autumn: 

Let’s celebrate 

Autumn: 

Marvellous Me: 

 

Spring: 

Once upon a 
time... 

Summer: 

Let’s go outside 

 

 

In Reception the children will have a whole class book focus which will be also linked to their writing. Guided reading lessons will 
focus on the recognition of sounds, blending, reading sight vocabulary, fluency as well as comprehension of what they have read. 
In addition, guided reading lessons will be grouped based on the ability of the children and the band of books / set of sounds they 
are learning.   



Year 1 Reading Journey 

Autumn Term 1a 

 
 

Autumn Term 1b 
 

 

Spring Term 2a 
 

Spring Term 2b 
 

 
Summer Term 3a 

 

Summer Term 3b 
 

 

 
 

In Year 1 the children will have a whole class book focus which will be also linked to their writing. Guided reading lessons will 
focus on the recognition of all the sounds, blending, reading sight vocabulary, reading with increased fluency as well as compre-
hension of what they have read. In addition, guided reading lessons will be grouped based on the ability of the children and the 
band of books / set of sounds they are learning.   



Year 2 Reading Journey 

In Year 2 the children will have a whole class book focus which will be also linked to their writing. Guided reading lessons will 
focus on a particular skill (Essential Element) in addition to the English lessons.   

Autumn Term 1a & b 

 

Spring Term 2a & b 
 

Summer Term 3a & b 
 Cycle  

A 

Cycle  

B 

Summer Term 3a & b 
 

Spring Term 2a & b 
 

 

Autumn Term 1a & b 
 

 

 
 



Year 3 and 4 Reading Journey 

In Year 3 the children will have a whole class book focus which will be also linked to their writing. Guided reading lessons will 

focus on a particular skill (Essential Element) in addition to the English lessons. E.g. Meaning, predicting, retrieval, inference, 
comparing, and summarising.  

Autumn 
Term 1a 

Autumn 
Term 1b 

Spring 
Term 2a 

Spring 
Term 2b 

Summer 
Term 3a 

Summer 
Term 3b 

Cycle  

A 

Cycle  

B 

Summer Term 3a & 3b 
 

Spring Term 2a & 2b 
 

Autumn Term 1a & 1b 



Year 5 Reading Journey 

In Year 5 the children will have a whole class book focus which will be also linked to their writing. Guided reading les-
sons will focus on a particular skill (Essential Element) in addition to the English lessons. E.g. Meaning, predicting, re-
trieval, inference, comparing, and summarising. 

Autumn Spring Term 2a & b 
 

Summer Term 3a & b 
 

 

Cycle  

A 

Cycle  

B 

Summer Term 3a & b 
 

 

Spring Term 2a & b 
 

 

Autumn Term 1a & b 
 



Year 6 Reading Journey 

In Year 6 the children will have a whole class book focus which will be also linked to their writing. Guided reading lessons will 

focus on a particular skill (Essential Element) in addition to the English lessons.  E.g. Meaning, predicting, retrieval, inference, 
comparing, and summarising. 

Autumn Term 1a & b 

 
 

Spring Term 2a & b 
 

Summer Term 3a & b 
 

 

Cycle  

A 

Cycle  

B 

Summer Term 3a & b 
 

 

Spring Term 2a & b 
 

 

Autumn Term 1a & b 
 

 

 
 



Nursery Skills 

• Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: spot and suggest rhymes, count or 
clap syllables in words, recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and 
mother. (L) 

• Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning, print can have different 
purposes, we can read English text from left to right and from top to bottom, the names 
of different parts of a book, page sequencing.(L) 

• Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. (CL) 
• Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?” (CL) 
• Be able to express a point of view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a 

friend, using words as well as actions. (CL) 
• Use a wider range of vocabulary. (CL) 
• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. (L) 
• Sing a large repertoire of songs.. (CL) 
• Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story. 

(CL) 
• Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though 

they are not similar. (EAD) 
• Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and 

dolls houses, etc. (EAD) 
• Remember and sing entire songs. (EAD) 
• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). (EAD) 
• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down and down and up) of famil-

iar songs. (EAD) 
• Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. (EAD) 
 
 

Word reading and 
comprehension 



Reception Skills 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. (L) 
• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of letter-sound corre-

spondences. (L) 
• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. (L) 
• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound correspondences 

and, where necessary, a few exception words. (L) 
• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. (L) 
• Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding 

and enjoyment.  (L) 
• Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. (CL) 
• Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repe-

tition and some in their own words. (CL) 
• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. (CL) 
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge 

and vocabulary. (CL) 
• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 

from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. (CL) 
• Learn new vocabulary. (CL) 
• Use new vocabulary throughout the day. (CL) 
• Use new vocabulary in different contexts. (CL) 
• Engage in story times. (CL) 
• Learn rhymes, poems and songs. (CL)  
• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. (EAD) 

Develop storylines in their pretend play (EAD) Engage in non-fiction books. (CL) 

Word reading and 
comprehension 



ELG Skills 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. (L) 
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. (L) 
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words. (L) 
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 

narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. (L) 
• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. (L) 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about sto-

ries, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. (L) 
• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, com-

ments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and 
small group interactions. (CL) 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently intro-
duced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. 
(CL) 

• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and 
stories.  (EAD) 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with their peers and their teacher. 
(EAD) 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try 
to move in time to music. (EAD) 

Word reading and 
comprehension 



Year 1 Skills 

• Speedily read all 40+ letters/groups for 40+ phonemes 
• Read accurately by blending taught GPC 
• Read common exception words 
• Read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, etc.) 
• Read multi-syllable words containing taught GPCs 
• Read contractions and understanding use of apostrophe 
• Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 

them and considering their particular characteristics 
• Recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 
• Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart 
• Drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary 

provided by the teacher 
• Checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate 

reading 
• Discussing the significance of the title and events 
• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 
• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 
• Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them 

Word reading and 
comprehension 



Year 2 Skills 

• Secure phonic decoding until reading is fluent 
• Read accurately by blending, including alternative sounds for graphemes 
• Read multi-syllable words containing these graphemes 
• Read common suffixes 
• Read exception words, noting unusual correspondences 
• Read most words quickly & accurately without overt sounding and blending 
• Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary 

and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently 

• Recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 
• Continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and 

reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear 
• Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 

vocabulary 
• Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related 
• Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done 
• Answering and asking questions 
• Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 
• Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both 

those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves 

Word reading and 
comprehension 



Year 3 & 4 Skills 

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes to read aloud 
• Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound, and where these occur in the word 
• Retelling some of these (fairy tales, traditional tales, etc.) orally 
• Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books 
• Preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing under-

standing through intonation, tone, volume and action 
• Recognising some different forms of poetry 
• Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read 
• Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and ex-

plaining the meaning of words in context 
• Identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these 
• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions 
• Justify inferences with evidence 
• Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 
• Identifying how language contributes to meaning 

Word reading and 
comprehension 



Year 5 & 6 Skills 

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words 

• Making comparisons within and across books 
• Modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures 

and traditions 
• Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 

writing 
• Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 

exploring the meaning of words in context 
• Asking questions to improve their understanding 
• Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key 

details to support the main ideas 
• Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 
• Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 
• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader 
• Recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their 

choices 
• Participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously 
• Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, 
• Including through formal presentations and debates,  
• Provide reasoned justifications for their views 

Word reading and 
comprehension 


